
- Manchester 2023!

Opening Times:
Saturday 9th December 2023 - 9:45am to 5:30pm 
Sunday 10th December 2023 - 9:45am to 4:30pm
Walk up ticket holders opening from 10:30am Smoking and vaping are prohibited anywhere in the venue.

Philip Sweet
Acting Exhibition Coordinator, Manchester Model Railway Society
exhibition@mmrs.co.uk

Welcome to our 84th public exhibition! Exhibition Halls
The exhibition is in 2 large rooms and each room 
is divided into 2 giving halls A, B, C and D. 

Toilets
There are toilets adjacent to both rooms and 
accessed via the passages by the exits. There are
accessible toilets by the exit of Hall C and by the 
exit to Halls A and B.

First Aid
The First Aid point is the physiotherapy room just 
past the doors from the lobby into the corridor. The 
First Aider may be on patrol in which case ask any 
steward to radio for medical assistance.

Lost Children / Lost Property
The Information/Help Desk is located in the main 
lobby area by the entrance to Hall C. Also you can
ask any steward for assistance.
  

Whether you are a regular attendee or a first-time visitor I hope you will enjoy 
the 26 layouts that we have invited from all over the country.  As always, we 
look for quality in our visiting layouts and I am sure you won't be disappointed.  

If you feel inspired, you can get started today with the help of our wide range of 
traders.  They can supply you with everything you need – and, of course, 
Christmas presents!

I hope that you enjoy your visit to our exhibition and that you keep in touch.  
The easiest way to do so is to fill in your “Most Popular Layout” voting form and 
join our mailing list.  That way you are sure to hear about our 85th exhibition on 
Dec 14th & 15th 2024. 

Thank you for coming.  Enjoy yourself, have a Happy Christmas and come back 
next year!



Layouts at the show

Raven’s Ravine - Stand B61

Euxton Junction  Stand A52

Photo © Tony Wright

Copper Wort - Stand C51

Photo © Peter Goss

Photo © David Wright
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In the autumn of 1924 the third issue of the newly launched 
Model Railway News magazine contained a letter from 
Mr J Archibald Dean of 12 Gorse Lane, Stretford, inviting 
readers interested in forming a local model railway club to 
get in contact with him.  An initial meeting at his house was 
followed by a public meeting on March 24, 1925, at the Clarion 
Café in Market Street, where the Manchester Model Railway 
Club was formed.  It was only the third model railway club to 
be formed in the UK after 'The Model Railway Club' in 
London and the Wimbledon Model Railway Club which 
had been formed the previous month. 

The first public exhibition was held in 1931 at a church hall in 
the centre of Manchester with an admission charge of 3d (1 ¼p).  
Soon after, the name was changed from “Club” to “Society”.  
Annual exhibitions took place at Christmas and rapidly gained 
in popularity.  In 1936 municipal records show that a display 
in Manchester Central Library for all of August was attended 
by an astonishing 61 500 visitors!

In June 1952 the Society moved into its first permanent home, 
a wooden hut in the goods yard at Old Trafford railway station.  
In 1970 the Society were able to purchase an old church hall 
in Sale which became and remains our permanent headquarters.

Our extensive clubrooms house 5 layouts: one in 2mm scale, 
one in 7mm O gauge and three 4mm layouts – two in OO and 
one in P4 (18.83mm gauge).  The clubrooms also have an 
extensive library, a workshop and a kitchen. 

Monthly meetings are held for members at which speakers are 
invited to talk on a range of topics. From time to time we run 
courses for members, recent ones covered track building, 
soldering, and 4mm wagon construction. 

Over the years several layouts have been built specifically for 
display at exhibitions. Many of these layouts are well known 
and our 2mm Finescale layout Chee Tor was one of the 
trailblazers in the hobby. Our 4mm 00 gauge layout 
Dewsbury Midland has been seen at exhibitions all over 
the UK for the last twenty years.  

This year our 4mm 18.83mm layout, Slattocks Junction, is on 
show for the first time at a general public show. It has been 
built using modern modelling techniques including 3D printing 
and the extensive use of laser cutting. 

We welcome you to come along and visit our clubrooms and 
meet us for yourself. We are open for visitors on a Monday 
evening from 1930 until 2200 and from time to time we 
organise open days for visitors. Current membership is £10 
per month and this gives you access to many features, why 
not come along and take a look?

If you would like more information please contact us, 
our website has all the details together with information
about our forthcoming meetings.

Ernie Antwis showing his layout at the exhibition held
in Manchester City Library in 1936

Exhibition
Special offer

Half price
membership*

Join today! First 6 months
Only £5 per Month**

ask for details!

Come & see for yourself!
Open Day at

Dean Hall M33 6HL
13th January 2024 from 1pm

www.mmrs.co.uk

*Normally £10 per month **Direct Debit only



LAYOUT LIST

Scan each QR Code for a photo and more details of that layout

Ballykeale - Stand A55
Scale/Gauge: 2mm 9mm gauge
Region/era: Eire 1985 - 2005

Beijiao - Stand B52
Scale/gauge: H0 scale 16.5mm gauge
Region/era: China 2001

Blakecaster - Stand C58
Scale/gauge: 7mm 16.5mm gauge 
Region/era: Staffordshire 1940s

Bury, Thorn & Sons - Stand B63
Scale/gauge: 7mm 32mm gauge
Region/era: W Yorkshire 1955-65

Copper Wort - Stand C51
Scale/gauge: 4mm 16.5mm gauge
Region/era: Burton-on-Trent 1900s

Dovedale - Stand B51
Scale/gauge: 7mm 32mm gauge
Region/era: Derbyshire 2000-2003

Eaglesham - Stand A56
Scale/gauge: 4mm 16.5mm gauge
Region/era: nr Glasgow 1912

Euxton Junction - Stand A52
Scale/gauge: 4mm 16.5mm gauge
Region/era: WCML 2000-2010

Feldspar - Stand C7
Scale/gauge: 2mm 9mm gauge
Region/era: Midlands late 1960s

Hakuko - Stand B55
Scale/gauge: 1.3mm Z gauge
Region/era: Japan 1960s

Kirtley Bridge - Stand C56
Scale/gauge: 7mm 32mm gauge
Region/era: Yorkshire 1930s

Hironocho - Stand B53
Scale/gauge: 2mm 9mm gauge
Region/era: Japan 1960s

Happy Valley - Stand B56
Scale/gauge: 4mm 16.5mm gauge
Region/era: Sodor always

Kyle of Macallan - Stand C52
Scale/gauge: 4mm 18.2mm gauge
Region/era: W Scotland 1966

A small station on a main line 
between Dublin and the west 
coast of Ireland.

The last days of steam in China.  
Double headed mineral trains deliver 
to a steelworks, whilst modern diesel 
passenger trains pass by.

The terminus of the Staffordshire 
Moorlands Light Railway which 
served a large country estate and 
the village of Blakecaster. 

A fictitious tar distillery with the 
company's locomotives moving 
goods in and out of the site.

A small brewery at the height of 
the brewing trade in Burton on 
Trent.  The buildings are based 
on real breweries in the area.

A post-privatisation quarry terminal 
in Derbyshire.

A fictitious station based on the 
track plan of East Kilbride, 
portraying the Caledonian Railway 
in its heyday.

A busy junction on the West Coast 
Main Line just south of Preston in 
the post-privatisation era.

Feldspar's local quarrying industry 
has tapered off and the Criollo  
chocolate factory is now the 
town's largest employer. 

A rural area on Japan’s northern 
island of Hokkaido, at the time 
when steam finally gave way to 
diesel and electric.

It wouldn’t be Christmas without 
the little blue tank engine 
delivering the presents!

The terminus of a minor 
independent railway in Japan, 
serving what is now a suburban 
area.

A fictitious branchline as it might 
have been in the late 1930s, when 
passenger and goods services 
were both operating fully.

A layout inspired by the locoshed 
at Kyle of Lochalsh which lost 
most of its roof in a fire shortly 
after the end of steam traction.



LAYOUT LIST

Scan each QR Code for a photo and more details of that layout

Reevy Road West - Stand A51
Scale/Gauge: 4mm 16.5mm gauge
Region/era: BR(M) 1976 - 85

Slattocks Junction - Stand A54
Scale/gauge: 4mm 18.83mm gauge
Region/era: Manchester 1950s

Smethurst Junction - Stand C6
Scale/gauge: 4mm 16.5mm gauge
Region/era: N West UK 1990 - 2020

The Andeer Line - Stand D51
Scale/gauge: 3.5mm 12mm gauge
Region/era: Switzerland 2009 - 2022

The Warren - Stand C54
Scale/gauge: 4mm 16.5mm gauge
Region/era: Cornwall 1960 - 2020

WC Boggs & Sons - Stand A53
Scale/gauge: 7mm 32mm gauge
Region/era: Factory 1890 - 1932

Winter Overcotes - Stand D1
Scale/gauge: 4mm 9mm gauge(009)
Region/era: Barsetshire 1952

Wolfe Lowe - Stand C57
Scale/gauge: 7mm 32mm gauge
Region/era: Staffordshire 1920s

York - Stand C59
Scale/gauge: 2mm 9.42mm gauge
Region/era: York 1937

Raven’s Ravine - Stand B61
Scale/gauge: 4mm 9mm (009)
Region/era: Fantasy always

Legomas - Stand B59
Scale/gauge: 8mm 37.5mm gauge
Region/era: Imagination anytime

Lisworth Bay - Stand D2
Scale/gauge: 2mm 9mm gauge
Region/era: Former LSWR 1960s

 A Lego set that every child will want, 
filled with Lego Trains and Lego City 
scenes – and Santa’s hitched a 
ride too!

A  branch on the southern region 
which was “rationalised” shortly 
after nationalisation. 

A working OO9 diorama set in a 
fantasy landscape where dragons 
inhabit castles served by  a railway.

A main line in the midlands during 
the BR blue diesel period.

Set in the area between Middleton 
and Summit Tunnel on the Calder 
Valley line from Manchester 
to Leeds.

A suburban terminus in Manchester 
with a freight distribution depot.

The Andeerline is a modular layout 
with five stations.  All visitors are 
encouraged to drive the trains.

A micro diorama inspired by the 
Looe branch line in Cornwall

An industrial shunting puzzle layout 
inspired by the film "Carry On At 
Your Convenience."

Inspired by the novels of Anthony 
Trollope, the layout shows the 
junction of the Barsetshire Light 
Railway with the main line.

A small pre-grouping terminus layout 
which  incorporates a sandstone 
quarry and iron ore mine.

York Station as it was in the late 
1930s, showing the INSIDE of the 
magnificent overall roof as seen 
from the platform.

Why QR codes instead of photos and text?

We introduced this style of exhibition guide last year. As far as
we know, we were the first model railway exhibition to do so -
another example of Manchester innovation!

At our previous venues we had produced a full colour brochure
of up to 36 pages with pictures and descriptive text for all the 
layouts. There is such a brochure available as a download from
our website.

Our print run of 3000 copies of this 12 page brochure will cost
about £630 and weigh about 1122kg. The same print run of a 36
page brochure would cost £1707 and weigh about 3367kg. Our
approach means that we can cover the cost of the brochure from
its advertising revenue, and also save 2¼ tonnes of paper!

We also know that over 70% of our visitors use public transport
to reach us, so we feel proud that we are staging a very environ-
mentally friendly exhibition.
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Bill Hudson Transport Books
CM3 Models
DCKits Legomanbiffo Digital Sounds
EBMA Hobby & Craft
Enwins 3D Models
Going Loco
Gordon Coltas Trust
Hand made cards
JAVmar
JSModels
Judith Edge Kits
Leigh Models & Hobbies
Loco Fleet Shop
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Nick Tozer Books
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Rail Advent
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Traders Other stands 2mm Finescale
DCC Helpdesk
E Lancs Preservation Soc.
EMGS
MERG
Modern Image O Gauge
MMRS Competition Stand
MMRS Demonstration Stand
MMRS Membership Stand
MMRS Sales
Model building demonstration
Railex Buxton
Scalefour Society
Scale gauge display
Toytown Terminus
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DC Kits Legomanbiffo Digital Sounds
EBMA Hobby and Craft
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www.billhudsontransportbooks.co.uk
cm3models.co.uk
www.dckits-devideos.co.uk
www.ebmahobby.co.uk
enwinsmodels.co.uk
goinglocomodels.com

www.javmar.co.uk
www.jsmodels.co.uk
www.ukmodelshops.co.uk/catalogue/judithedge.html
www.leighmodelsandhobbies.com
locofleetshop.co.uk
www.madeinmanchestermodels.com
manlocosoc.co.uk
www.mmrmodels.co.uk
www.railwaybook.com
northwesternmodels.co.uk
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tmsmodels.biz
traintrax.co.uk
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TRADERS LIST

SOCIETY LIST

2mm Finescale Association
DCC Helpdesk
E Lancs Preservation Society
EMGS
MERG
Modern Image O Gauge
MMRS Competition Stand
MMRS Demonstration Stand
MMRS Membership Stand
MMRS Sales
Model building demonstration
Railex Buxton
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Scale gauge display
Toytown Terminus
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B57
B62
B54
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DO YOU WANT TO
IMPROVE YOUR RAILWAY
MODELLING SKILLS?

We are a UK based international society
created to promote and cater for the

more finescale oriented railway modeller
working to a scale of 4mm/ft in either

18.2(EM) or 18.83(P4).
- Regular Newsletters

' Comprehensive manual of information sheets
- Annual Members’ Day with competitions

- Attendance at many national and local shows with model
making demonstrations and our information stands

- Online stores and membership applications

QBEE'.M.

Jill/6:0
©EM©

sflfllET‘

Come and visit us at our next events in 2024:
AGM‘l Member-s! Dali ,Gongresburyi— 20,1h. January

expoEM Spring Bracknell — 11th & 12th May

expoEM Summer Wakefield - 17th & 18th August

Visit our website: www.emgs.org
Alternatively contact the EMGS MembershipSecretary

135 Steynton Road, Milford Haven, Pembrokeshire SA73 1AH

Scalefour Crewe
2024
Wright' 5 Lounge,
Main Stand, 5'

Crewe/Alexandra FC
Grest-oy Rd,/few[Che/We, CW’él6E1

. .. inspiringmodelling

THE Christmas Model Railway Show
-mm 2024!

Next year’s exhibition will be here at
The Sugden Centre

Saturday 14th December 2024
Sunday 15‘“ December 2024

Please put the dates in your diary now,
or sign up to our mailing list to receive a reminder.

Next year’s themed area:
“Railways in World War 2"

i

g

NICK TOZER

Shop Open:

155 Church Street
Paddock, Huddersfield
West Yorkshire, HD1 4UJ
(01484) 518159

nick@railwaybook.com

www.railwaybook.com

.CD.UK

T.O1942 202 334 SAWYERMODELSIiIfHOTMAIL.COM

Opening hours

Monday - Friday |0-5

Saturday IO-4

Visit us at Stand B-lE Find us on Facebook

Sawyermodelsofleigh

We offer repairs, weathering,
I I9 BRADSHAWGATE

renaming, renumbering, DCC LEIGH

& sound fitting serVIces, plus GREATER MANCHESTER
kit building and painting

WN7 4ND



New Date Prices Held!

6th & 7th July 2024

Macclesfleld
Model Railway
Exhibition

20 — 21 April 2024
Sat 10am -— 5pm; Sun 10am -— 4:30pm

Tytherlngton School
Manchester Road, Macclesfield, SKIO 2EE

Adults £900,Accompanied Children FREE (under 39',
All Major (mdsAccepted *

Free Puiking level Auess
Free VintageBus Service

Full Details at: www.maccleslieldmrg.org.uk

Preston 8: District Model RailwaySociety
Exhibition Saturday2nd and Sunday 3rd March 2024

EH":

NEW MlllS llllll IllSTIllllT
llllllWAYM0llEllE|lS

48th llllllllfll ElllllBl'l'I0ll

llllAl'El-Ell- lE-ElllTlllElSllllE 0EllTllE‘

long lane. High Peak. nerllvsllire.Sll23on
Free parklng and easy access from M6/M55/A6 10.0“ _ 11.00
Adults £8 - Accompanied Children Under 15 Free

Wheelchair/ScooterUsers £4 Sunday FEB 25‘“ 2024* ' *

‘_ full Engelchalraccess to eghlbthm aflsfiandcatering faclllty
M 'r

Prlces held for 5"- year
10:00 - 10:30

(Full trade support invited)
For further Information: Tel: 01776438933

Email: exhlhltlon®prestonanddlstrlctmrs.org.uk Emai I : GXh ib it iO“@nmd I'm ICO-uk
Publicitv kindlvsponsored bv The Junction Box W nmdrm co uk



OPEN DAILY
From 10am to 5pm

Monday close 4.30 pm

Signposted from A64 York Outer Ring Road



 

1968 - CELEBRATING 55 YEARS - 2023 
 

The Society was formed in 1968 by a group of like -minded enthusiasts which started life at the old Helmshore  
Station, in Rossendale. 
 
However, the time spent here was short lived and in 1972 they were granted access to the railway warehouse in 
Castlecroft Yard – now the Bury Transport Museum and it was here that the first seeds were sown with the public 
becoming more aware of the Society and their aims. 
 
Once established, they commenced running brake van rides – for a donation – along what was termed as ‘the 
quarter mile siding’. From 1972 the weekly coal train to Rawtenstall passed the yard and until 1987 the dream of 
opening to Ramsbottom and then also to Rawtenstall was just that – a dream.  
 
In 1987 after many years of hard work in Castlecroft Yard, the dream became a reality and finally on the 25th July 
1987, the line re-opened to Ramsbottom. It was to be a further 4 years before the section to Rawtenstall re-opened 
and in 2003 the final leg to Heywood saw passenger trains operate on that section once again. 
 
During all these years the Society membership grew and today it approaches some 3,500 members of which some 
700 are working volunteers. There are varying types of membership to suit everybody and the Society produces the 
ELRPS Magazine, 3 times a year to keep all the membership informed of events etc. on the railway.  
 
It is a very friendly place and should you wish to become a member, then please contact: -  
ELRPS Ltd, PO Box 744, Bury, Lancashire, BL8 9XL.  
 
No matter what your background in life is, we will welcome you into the department of your choice that suits you  
and all training will be provided, but you will never be expected to undertake something you do not feel comfortable 
with. 
 
Teamwork, pride & enthusiasm are the most vital  attributes you can bring to the any job on the railway.  To become 
a working member we run the new Working Members Tours every month, and once you have  decided which 
department you wish to join then a day on the Basic Safety & Instruction Courses , followed by a medical, will see  
you well on the way to joining the great team. For further information contact: - volunteers@elrpsltd.org.uk   or 
telephone 07585198455.  
 
The Society is now a Limited Company and also has Charitable Status, and this has helped to further our aims of 
providing working volunteers and, just as importantly, to help fund projects across the railway when the need arises.  
 
In 2012 we purchased our own building which is our headquarters and within it has its own Conference Room,  2 
offices and a store room, plus toilet facilities for male & female volunteers, as well as a mess room for the crews.  
Every 6 weeks we hold our Directors meetings in the Conference Room, the Board is made up of some 11 volunteers. 
 
The railway is one big family and is an extension of your own family, so please come and join us . You won’t regret it. 

                 


